
How to Fall in Love with Your Neighborhood All 

Over Again 

There’s something magical about rediscovering the place you call home. Whether you’ve 

lived in your neighborhood for years or just a few months, there are always hidden 

gems, community events, and little surprises that can reignite your love for where you 

live. Chicago is a city full of vibrant neighborhoods, each with its own personality, and 

sometimes all it takes is a fresh perspective to see your surroundings in a new light. 

Here are some ways to fall in love with your neighborhood all over again—plus a few 

exciting local events that might just inspire your next adventure. 

1. Explore Like a Tourist 

When was the last time you played tourist in your own neighborhood? We often take 

familiar streets for granted, but slowing down and observing the details can make a 

world of difference. Visit that café you always walk past, check out a local art gallery, or 

take a different route on your evening walk. You might stumble upon a mural, a cozy 

bookstore, or a park you never noticed before. 

If you're in Chicago, the lakefront is a perfect place to start. This July, the Big Ten Big 

Race Big Fun on the Lakefront is bringing thrilling competitions and community spirit to 

the shores of Lake Michigan. Whether you're a sports fan or just love the energy of a big 

event, this is a fantastic way to reconnect with your city. Learn more about the event 

here. 

2. Support Local Businesses 

https://www.chicagostarmedia.com/arts_and_entertainment/big-ten-big-race-big-fun-on-the-lakefront-this-july/article_9ac95826-3ca9-4713-a948-5abb013d3d8a.html
https://www.chicagostarmedia.com/arts_and_entertainment/big-ten-big-race-big-fun-on-the-lakefront-this-july/article_9ac95826-3ca9-4713-a948-5abb013d3d8a.html


Small businesses are the heartbeat of any neighborhood. Instead of defaulting to big 

chains, try shopping at a local boutique, grabbing coffee from an independent café, or 

dining at a family-owned restaurant. Not only will you discover unique flavors and 

products, but you’ll also build connections with the people who make your community 

special. 

3. Attend Community Events 

Festivals, farmers' markets, and street fairs are great ways to meet neighbors and 

celebrate local culture. Check community boards, social media groups, or local news 

outlets (like Chicago Star Media) for upcoming events. 

For adrenaline seekers, Alpine Energy Midwest Madness is an electrifying roller coaster 

event that’s “off the rails” in the best way possible. If you love thrill rides and high-energy 

entertainment, this is a must-attend. Find out more details here. 

4. Get Involved 

Volunteering or joining a local club can deepen your connection to your neighborhood. 

Whether it’s a community garden, a book club, or a neighborhood cleanup, participating 

in local initiatives helps you feel more invested in the place you live. 

5. Walk or Bike Instead of Driving 

When we drive everywhere, we miss the small interactions that make a neighborhood 

feel alive. Try walking or biking to nearby spots—you’ll notice more, say hello to familiar 

faces, and maybe even discover a new favorite shortcut. 

6. Document Your Discoveries 

https://www.chicagostarmedia.com/arts_and_entertainment/alpine-energy-midwest-madness-these-coasters-are-off-the-rails/article_58a076d5-15a1-4be9-bbfb-8e06568cdf11.html


Start a neighborhood journal, take photos, or share your finds on social media. Not only 

will this help you appreciate your surroundings more, but it might also inspire others to 

explore too. 

Final Thoughts 

Falling in love with your neighborhood is about curiosity and engagement. Whether it’s 

through events like the Big Ten races or the thrill of Midwest Madness, or simply by 

slowing down and appreciating the everyday beauty around you, there’s always 

something new to discover. 
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