
DB FPX 8400 Assessment 2: 
Advancing Scholarly Inquiry Through 
Critical Analysis 
DB FPX 8400 Assessment 2 builds upon the foundational academic skills introduced 
in the first assessment and challenges doctoral learners to deepen their engagement 
with scholarly research. As part of the Doctor of Business Administration program, 
this assessment plays a crucial role in helping learners move from basic 
comprehension of research principles to a more advanced level of critique, synthesis, 
and academic interpretation. It is within this stage that learners begin 
demonstrating their ability to think like doctoral-level researchers by evaluating the 
strength of arguments, identifying gaps within the literature, and exploring the 
broader implications of research findings. 

At its core, DB FPX 8400 Assessment 2 requires students to examine research with a 
more investigative mindset. Instead of simply summarizing sources, learners 
evaluate methodology, theoretical frameworks, data credibility, and the relevance of 
scholarly contributions. This transition from description to critical analysis is 
essential in doctoral-level work, where the goal is not only to understand existing 
research but also to assess how it can inform future studies or address real-world 
business challenges. Through this deeper level of engagement, learners begin to 
recognize patterns, inconsistencies, and opportunities for further exploration within 
the academic landscape. 

A key purpose of this assessment is to refine the learner’s ability to connect research 
to practical problems within business and organizational environments. Doctoral 
study emphasizes the importance of bridging theory and practice, and Assessment 2 
encourages students to explore how scholarly insights can influence 
decision-making, strategic planning, and leadership approaches. By examining these 
connections, learners strengthen their capacity to apply evidence-based reasoning to 
complex issues, enhancing their value as both scholars and business professionals. 

Additionally, DB FPX 8400 Assessment 2 places strong emphasis on scholarly writing 
techniques that reflect clarity, structure, and academic integrity. Learners continue 
to develop their skills in APA formatting, academic tone, and cohesive argument 
development. As they navigate studies in this assessment, they also become more 
adept at synthesizing multiple sources into unified arguments that demonstrate 
depth rather than surface-level understanding. This skill is essential for later stages 
of the DBA program, especially during the capstone project where comprehensive 
literature analysis serves as the foundation for original research. 

Overall, DB FPX 8400 Assessment 2 represents a pivotal point in the doctoral 
journey, where learners shift from foundational scholarship to advanced critical 
thinking. It strengthens their analytical capabilities, deepens their research 
engagement, and reinforces their ability to contribute meaningful insights to both 
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academic and professional settings. By mastering the expectations of this 
assessment, doctoral students position themselves for continued success throughout 
the program and for the development of research-driven leadership strategies that 
can drive innovation and organizational improvement. 
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